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IN MEMORIAM,

JOUN BALL.
lltr. R.rr,r's death in Lor:don, on October 2L, at lhe age of 71, is an
in'epalrble loss to nrany persons and urany causes, :rnd noL least to Nhe
nrembers of the Älpine Club. While a full account of his life and
ll,bc'uls rnust be reserrred {or the February issue of the ( A}pine Journal,'
it is impossible to send forth this number without a few lvords to the
Ironour and praise of a man whose rvork in the ÄIps may perhal,s
be lrost fitly characterised ls that of the chief pioneer of mountain
exploraiion, rvhether in its scientific, its pracbica,l, or iLs iiterary nspects.

It mtist be left to persons better qualified tlian myself to speak of
l\Ir. flall's services to Älpine bottny, Alpine geology, anil the A.ccurate
kriolledge of glaciers, whether rendered in the Älps proper, in the
Ändes, or in the Atlas. In these pages one is bouncl to think of l\Ir, Ball
its ' Nhe true Alprine Guide in tbe hody :rs 'well as in the spirit,'* Äs a
urountaineei his niost notervorlhy fbats were probably the famous
pass:rge ot' the Scbrvarzthor (August 18, 18.15), when he guided his
incapable guide through the sdracs of tbe Schrvarz Glacier; the ascent
of the Pelmo in the Cortina Dolonrites (September 19, 1857), wlien he
pushed on al:ne to the highest surnmit, leaving his trembling guide
behird him; and the ascent of the Cirna Tosa, the highest pinnacle of
the Brenta Dolornites (August 9, 1865), tbis iast espedition being
accomplislied in the coirrp*ny of his lifb-long friend, Mr. 1II. E. Irorster.
llut thongh these thlee climbs rvcre the most considerable he macle, rve
must rrob forget rhat, as lre told the world in the preface to the firsi
vohirne of his gleat rvollt on the Alps, he hnd (by 1863) 'crossed the
rrrain ch:rin forty-eight tirnes by thirby-trvo di{f'erent pa-sses, besides
tritversing near'ly one hundred of the lateral passes,' ln this respect
fcrv of his lbllowels have surpassecl him, lvhile I veuture to state
with the utmost corrfidence thut no one m&.n hirs ever po:sessed a
rvidel ol a more tlrorough knorvledge of the eirtire chain of the Alps than
llr. tsall. Änd this l<nou'ledce, gained in the coulse of many years of
tr':lvcl uutl t,xploratior rrrnong the mountilins, wug not the knowledge
oi'a l)ryasdust, but a real living linorvledge, alrvays at his command
and generously courmunicated ro all x4ro sougbt inl'ornra,tion from him.
I rernenrber rvell being imnrenscly strucli by this in a conversation I
hacl rvitli hirl ten years l.go. 'We rvere talking of the Maritime Älps,
rvhicl he barl visitcd nlilny y€ars bclbre, ancl {rorn which I had just
rctnlrred, and I sball never lbrget my amazernetrt at the ur*nner in
t'lticlr, rvitliout thc sliglrtest nced of lefresliing his nremory, he dis-
cussed the topogrrpby o[' the rerlote-st glens, never being at a loss for
nilures or othör rrrinute details of a most intricate subjecb.

'llris nrarvellons linorvledge of the Ä1ps marked hirn out naturally
as a leader rvlren thc tlste lbr mottntrineering begnu to sprend.
lhough rrot, strir-:tly speaking, one of the foundet's of the Alpine Club,
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he joinecl it early in 1858, rvhen ib was only a few weeks old, and o1
Ilarch 31, 18ö8, received the honoul ofbeing elected its {irst President.
Soon alter, he became its fitst Erlitor, for it was under his name that
the first series of ( Peaks, Passes, anil Glaciers' appeared in 1ij5g.
fts success vzith the general priblic was vely great; while for
mountainee::s it is of especial interest as being the original form of
the ( Alpine Joulnal,' of which tlie fir'st nunber was issued in 1863,
after tbe furthel sllccess of a second selies of t Pea)is, Pas*es, an,[
Glaciers' (1862), €clited by Mr. E. S. I(ennedy, who in 1860 had
succeeded Mr. Ball as President of the Club.

Qualified thus by practical and literaly l<nowledge of the Alps as
no other man hzrs ever been, n{r. Ball, cn his rerirement from the
Presidency (in 1860), undertool< his great rvorli ('fhe Alpiue Guicle,'of
which the three volumes appeared in 1l,l63 (Western Alps), 1864 (Central
AIps), and 1868 (Eastern Alps). This booh is the 'Ilncyckrpredia
Alpina,'ancl the first of Alpine classics. Describing the entire chain
ol the Alps without reference to political boundaries, sumnerrising
the work of previous explorers, and letting 1äll numberless hints
lbr fntule explorers, Iilled rvith a vast store oi' local bbtanical and
geological knowledge gathered on the spot, and alranged according to
an admirably cle:r,r system, it is undoubtedly tbe most vztluable rvorh
on the Alps in all their aslrects that has yet been published. I
ventllre to quote the opinion which I have. recently expressed con-
cerning it: * t Speaking for myself' I may say tl,at I have had ovel
twenty years' experience ofthr's guide-book, ialgely in those parts of
the Alps least l<norvn even to Mr. Bali ; and I rvish to place orr record
my profounil aclmiration of the arnazing success with which the aulltor
has lirmly grasped the mail lines of the topography of the most trn-
frequented districts I so thzrt all his follorvels have had to do has been to
fill in the outline sketched out with so masterly a hanil.' It has but one
dra,wback-that it has not been kept posted up to clate. Tbe task ol
revision might well be talien up by the Älpine Club as tbe most
appropriate tribute of respect it can pay to the memoly ol'its first
President and firsl Editor, rvho l<nerv the Alps :rs no one else has evel
l<nown them, and who, füll of years and honours, has norv passed to
his lest, alter a liib devoted. to the advancement of the scientific, practical,
and iiterary iinorvledge of the AIps, and of' some of the other great
mountain r:irains of thä rvorlcl. Amongst the mr-runtains theniselves, the
name of the Cima c'ti Ball, in the Primiero Dolomites, rvill preserve the
rremoly of the greatest of Alpine explorers. W. A. ll. Coor,tocp.


